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Online Resources
Subscription Services 
Ancestry.com - birth, death, military, immigration, family trees, photos, books
Newspapers.com / Genealogybank.com – obits, birth, marriage, crimesFold3.com – military recordsFold3.com – military records
Free Services 
FamilySearch.org – almost everything on Ancestry
State, County, local websites
Find a Grave – crowd sourced data on burials
Ellis Island – immigration records



Ancestry.com



Things to Remember
Don’t climb the wrong tree
Consider the source
Explore new factsExplore new facts
Evaluate dates
Try different spellings
Use information from one record to search others
Verify family stories
Everyone lies just a little
Look at what you have 



Back of photos can provide a wealth of information.  This has almost a complete family history



Census Records 1790 - 1860 
First census 1790 only a few states/counties available
1830 first available for NJ
1830 to 1840 – Head of household and number of white, slaves and free color by age group Wwhite, slaves and free color by age group W

1850 – names, ages, sex, race, birth place, value of real estate if owned, married in within the year, attended school, and blind, deaf, dumb, convict or pauper.  No relationship.  
1860 – Same info as 1850 and value of personal property



1830 Census record for  Chester Township



1850 Census shows family groups but no relationships



Census Records   1870-1890 
1870 – Same info as 1860.  Check box for foreign born parents, born, married or attended school in the year, whether they can read/write english, male and over age 21 and whether denied voting because of rebellion age 21 and whether denied voting because of rebellion or other crime  
1880 – Same info but now includes relation to head of house, widowed or divorced, disabilities, birth place and birth place of parents 
1890 – few records exist 1890 but there is a Veterans Census



Census Records   1900 -1920 
 1900 – name, age, sex, martial status, birth month and year, age last birthday, number of years married, for mothers – number of children born and now living, birthplace of person and parents, citizenship status, immigration year, and number of years in the US, immigration year, and number of years in the US, whether they own or rent, house or farm
 1910 – same info as 1900.  Language spoken at home, profession and industry, whether employer, employee or working for self
 1920 – same info as 1920 but info about number of children dropped, parents native tongue



1900- shows addressBirth month yearBirth places Birth places Relationships



Florence and Thomas Bittle together in 1910 married for five years.  



Florence Bittle was living next door to her father in 1920



Thomas Bittle is living with another wife and several children including Myrtle



Census Records   1930 - 1940
 1930 – Same info as 1920.  Address, value of home, age at first marriage, attended school or college in past year, whether a veteran  
 1940 – similar info as prior years, where living in 1935,  1940 – similar info as prior years, where living in 1935, hours worked, number of weeks unemployed, income in 1939, $50 or more from other than income. Info provided by only two individuals per page – birth place of parents, veteran status, social security number, deductions for federal Old Age Insurance or Railroad Retirement 



Sometimes you need to be creative to find people.  The census takers assigned the family the surname Metro which is his given name.  May need to research all the records for an expected location. 



Florence Bittle is listed as Divorced in 1940.  Her husband Thomas did not die although she was listed as a widow in 1920.  



Birth Records
Official government records mostly after 1900.  
Cities/counties may have earlier records 
Most online are indexes  Most online are indexes  
Pennsylvania Birth Certificates 1906-1908
New Jersey – can search microfilm for 1915 – 1923







Delayed Birth Certificates may have even more information. Check the next page.    





Marriage Records
Ancestry has indexes online
Local/county may have records
Newspapers 
Church records





Newspaper provide so much more context that a marriage license



Marriage License issued by Westmoreland County, PA.  There may be more details on the actual document.  



Military Records
 World War I and WW II Draft Records
 1890 Veterans Census
 Civil War Draft Registration

Veterans Affairs Death Index Veterans Affairs Death Index
 Pennsylvania Burial Cards
 Find a Grave
 Newspapers.com
 National Archives









Civil War pension application files provide a lot of genealogical information as well as history





Immigration and Naturalization
Ship Records – original name, where from and their sponsorsponsor
Declaration of Intent and Naturalization – where born, when they arrived, what ship, under what name, children and birthdays.  
Passport Application – American citizens coming to the USA.  
OR
AD







American Passports provide a lot of great information on where the American was living and proof of US birth.  





Death Records     
Pennsylvania Death Certificates – 1906-1963 online
Philadelphia Death Index – 1803-1915 online
New Jersey Death Index 1848 - 1915New Jersey Death Index 1848 - 1915
Find a Grave – crowd sourced records and photos
Newspapers.com and Genealogybank.com
Wills
Social Security Death Index
Death of American Abroad



Pennsylvania has posted Death Certificates.  The level and accuracy of information depends on the informant.  



Obituaries may provide clues to connecting families.  In this case, Stephen’s father’s original name is provided.  All other records he other records he used another



Florence Bittle was divorced and the housekeeper for Harry Adams.  According to the stone she married Harry.  



Newspapers can provide the context and details surrounding the death of a family member.  In this case, father and son died on the same day.  



If your family member died overseas and is an americancitizen – a special report must be filed.  



Wills – can provide insight into families.  In this case, it proves that Amos’s father is Samuel.  It also lists other siblings.  



Next Steps 
 Diane – Travel to Westmoreland County and request marriage licenses for Olena Rajko and Metro Rajko
Karen – Travel to York to get the death Karen – Travel to York to get the death certificate for the Jonathan and Andrew Wire
Elaine – Travel to Trenton and get death certificate for Thomas Bittle and Florence Adams.
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