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. ,i SHIPBUILDING i,rADE BRIDGEB0R0

By the Vlsltlng Reporten
,for the Dally Enteprl se a/zt/st

Frobabl"y few resLdents ln Burllngton coirnty remember when

Bridgebotro was & shlpbutldlng center.

But olds reslelents glve credlt to thls for the flrst real

ecttlament and d.evelopmant of thls ommunlty. It attracted oeoplc

fron other scotlons.

WallaEc L. Gcnnctt, rho 1111 be 8O on Apri1 1, ard one of the

oldcct natlvea of Brldgrbor, remsnbors when tfrere qCIre etx shlp-

yerdr elI lor'kltrg. H1s fathcr sat a shlp carpontcr ard butlt
packct botta. EG rcmolbcra whcn hle father bullt a three-nest

canel scbooncr aIso. Flghlag toet! saro slso constructod.

Gcnnctt cald the shlpbulldcor s had to eut ttr elr lumber for

thclr troats out of tbe surroundl.ng woods, and prapare lt by band,

for tbclr rere no sat-ut1llc ln thocc days. But these ploneera

overermc e1l obstaolssr

Ovcsp eentury So $tete Elgpray Routc 25 was an old publlc ttlgh-

rey wlth the rPony Srprcrctt oarrlrlng nll1 over the rout e from

Phl}edclphla to i{ew York vla Brldgeboro. The rldclr worl.d stop

et Bttldgeboror Fut the qll on ttre fcrryboat, and the boat rcu1d

eenry lt aeross the hlstorle flanoooaa eroek to another rld.er

raltlng on the other shore, xho wculd contlnue on.

Latar the hlg[ray rer purchnaed by a oor?oretlon and lt be-

c8!1G e tol.l road, rlth tol} gatcs on e slte ne&r Odd Fellowr Cgaetcry,

Brrllngton, and anothen et Falrvlcw, Just s short dlstaneG vcst

of Brldgcboroe

Flnlly the road vea rold to the county, aad nor 1r urdcr thc

Jurla&l.ctlon of Stete Elghrry Dcprrtner$. It rsr 54 yeara rgo tba

road reg flrat recedr'olzcd eccordl.ng to Gennctt, end be helpcd b
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supervlse the :,ofr{r

tuiuch lnteregt ',.;aa c€ntered about Brldgeboro many lrears ago

fron the stardpolnt of coal and lwrber, Canal boats transponted

coal from the coal regl.ons bf f ennsylvants to Brldgeoboro.

Lusber sas also brougbt ln. rrYal:.ace Ll.pplncott, who also be-

casG Assenbl;rmen, raE the btg coal end luaber &8:rr fJellvsrles

werc eade by harse *nd wagon to Moorestown, Rlveralde, Rlverton,

Palnyre and *rmoundl"ng te:rrltory.
Yeerg s.go gteamboatc stcrted at Lumbcton, loaded ptgs, hoga,

chlek*ns, tnrok, frult ard many other thlngs, etopped et BrLdge-

boro, and thaa procoedcd to the blg na:lret at Phlladelphia. Tls

boet contlnued out the Ranco@rt creek to the Delsware rlversrd on

down the DeLaware to Phlladelphln.

Bu1ld Brldgc

Over 1OO yerrs ego r brldgc ra! conctrusted ecross the creek

et Brldgcboro to dlap!.ec- tbe fcrr17. A ghort tlme Later a wooden

eovered brldgc rea hrllt, rb5.eb, tas e femlLl,an alght ln those days.

Bhls br{.dge eontlaucd 1n usc at Brldgeboro up untll" 1.o years ago,

when tbe present podern drerbrldgc ras bulIt. nre rmodea coverc6

brldge wao oae of the lert to bc renoved ln the oountry. rt
rer fros thls brldgc that Brldgeboro ls belleved to hrve obtelncd.

lts nema. A fer ycara bafore lt sas t,aken ews1r pert of the roof
was dgmc.ged by flre.

Probably t'be oLdeot' etruetura la Brldgebano La the derbLe

houae on the south slde of Route 28, Juet e short dlstancc wcrt of
the nein lntcncectlon of the tcmrn. rhe bcnrse, orncd by Gennett,

1r bellcvcd to be over 2oo yeane old. rt 1r oacupled by tr.
end Hrs. Ylrgll Porter ard tr. and Hrs. Eerl Blrd.
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Two otlier lanonarks lnc1uc1e the Odd l'e11o,:,'s Hell bulld.i"ng; on

tbe souLheast eorner of $tate l{ighwey arrl ,{sl-n street, snd Frtdge-

boro Inn on the norbheasi eorner. 1l'he la ttm h"as been rensssted

lnto a ber and hotel antl fs r:per$ted. by Al.ex $zyruan!-k. 'i'h& Sd*

Fcllosrg ard Red i{*n hevi? one psrt oi'thr: ot}::'r bt-tildln*, end

C. B. !$ardan end $on sel"I awn1n61s, w5"nd.ow shades, trr.rek c*ve?s and

rm.ke rep*5.rs l"n the other si"de of th* buLldln5-4.

BrXdgeboro, FaJ-rvlacs, Rlversfido Perk ard Cambrldge make up

Delran townshlp today. Years s.So the bownshlp also lnc1u€eC

Rlvenslde, F.lventon and Felmyra. $ennett helped to carry th*

chalnrhe sald wherr Delran end Rlversld e TcrrrnshLp were dlvidedn

flxtng the bound.arlae.

Brldgeboro ls also eonsldered part of the Trlple Towns.

Tha other tro ere Rlverslde ard Deleocor htly hrs servlce mns

betreen Flvealde and Brldgcoboro snd Hoorestown.

Therc are approxlEately 2OO horea and a popul,atlon of over

60O persons ln Brld-gaboro. The coanunlty ls tro rnlleg scrrth of

Elvcslde, four nlles nortb d fooreetcna, and flve a1lea rest d
Bw 1 lng ton .

Frank Yanslek 1s cha.lnman of the Del.ran fownehlp Conmlttee

shlch meets 1n the Delran !'lre Company, No. I flretrouee 1n

Brldgeboro. Othe memberg of the cgta$ittse are Wll}lam F. Kauderer,

Earry ltoreland and George tttle, olsk. Lltle hae served ag clerk

for ttre paat quarter of a eentury.

Charles E. Andeson ls Flre Cblef of the townshlp. CharLes

Eulllngs ls sssesBor. Hrs. Dorls Brown ls postmlstress serylng

for the past 14 yeare. Tbe postofflce te ln front part of tte
Brown hose on Maln stre€t.

Tlre Hethodlst Chrrrch, on tbe reat sld c of Xala strcet lc enoth-

er landmark, belng fqrnded ln 188O. thcre la also a Chrlrtlan
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Church ln the weetsn psrt of the coamualty.

there are three grocery storeg a3.ong Matn stre*t, opsatad by

ffirs. Vtekffsr Jarne* Langln and EsrL liul13.rgs. Arthur Langln

operates a tsbaeoo store, John *. Siann has a fLne krotel on the

northwest corner of rtcute *S and }ilverslde road.

,ttre schsol has grades ranglng fronn i,'lrst to XlEhih. $,fts

graduabing I'ron lrero the pup1Ls contl.nue thel.r educstlon at

ffiooreatow$ and Fatmyra $lgh $ehool. Aeronson Sell 1s suptr-

vlsLng pri*elpal of, the townshlp schools. One otb er setroal ls

loc*tod ln 0nnbrlcge.

Brtdgeboro also has a smnall f"oundry where 3lght ceetlng urd

molding 1e {tone. C. A. lsest ls superlntaadent.

trany of, the resfdents tn Brtfueboro are employad l"n Rlveslde

end surrourdlng towns. Few are employod. on f*rnns.

S'ortnum L,eg.der

One of Brldgeborgl s g,::11 sns and ttre leeding h.relrreeemen of

the communtty lf Lester Ffftnun, who operates & large auto

agency aad reB*lr snd supply shopr ed al"so sells traetors, famn

machinery, oprayere ard Fsci{lry honse equipment.

He has been Ln buelness Just i:S years thls yeer, etartlng

wltlr * small shop for the repalr of bicycles behlnd the residenoe

of his p{rrents on $&aln street. A year later he raoved down the

street next bo s'bere the ftrehouse stands, and l"n the bull,dlng

now opersted by ltrthur L*ngln &s & tobacco store. Fortnun steyed

here untll Jrrly, 1"914, when the flrst part of the pre*cnt bulldlng

*n the north slde of ftoute ?-5, Just Erest of the creek sas eonstruot-

sd. $lnce that tLrne soveral addl.tlone have be*n nade to the

.1r, butldlngi, untll today lt 1s o*e of the flnost buslnesees of Lts

ktnd In thls sectlsn. Hie resldenoe ls next to b1e buslnese.
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Thera are $8 pen: sotts eraployed by Fcn tnum at Bnldgoboro. He

al"so han anoths buslneas ln Falnyra, where Lb persons are emplcryed.

t'hle plaee has beeR runnlng etrrce 1981.

On tha sorth slrle of the hlghway, opposlte hls buslnegst

Fortnun sl"eo has a ?{-hour ewvl.ce statlon. Thls has been opsl!

for about threo years. A,f,i old tavcn, another lsndmark ln the

eomrrrrnLty, was takon down to make roos fon the statlOn.

ftlallaee *ennett ls not only an authorlty sn tha hls tory of

Brldgeboro, but hae *ultea hlstorloal and lnterestJ"ng baekground

of hls o!sn, ln addltLon to belng a phlLospher of noter

I{1e desoeadants s€r6 anong the flrst to 6oure t'o thls ef,rntry

frorn S'rance and Swnany. ftennett l.s the lone Burvlvsr of a fanally

of elght, four brothme, and four sfi.s&Gre. Hls brottrart

KJ.ehand, a vetenen of the Clvl1 ltar, Juet dled e year &$or

$errnett flret waE a fistrernan and farmer. tater he waa eleet-

ed as on€ sf, the f'lrst Overseer of Hoads ln Delran tosnshlp. Se

ela1ns the ltivereLde road wae the fllret etone road tn thla

seotlonn bol"ng coRstructed oven 4O years ago. Ee had tht
contraet to grade lt.

Ho sorved as s raeraber of the Board oJ'Edueatlon ln the tffn-
ship. G*ilnett is also probably tho onl,y ptrson ln Surllngton county

ev€r to be eleeted to ths sr:m* publl.e offlce on three dlfferent

tlekets. He sr&s flret eLeeted on the DemosratLe tleket, t'hen the

lndependent, end last the Prohtblt'lon tleket. l'lo othe person

ls evsr belleved to have galnod an offloe ln thls caunty oa

a Prohlbltlon tleket. Sennett was elested to the Board of

F'reehol.dgs on all three tl.ckets, servtng for seven y€ars on the

lar6e board, belng a raemben at the tdme the large board of ovc
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alog was appolnted to

of about one-balf
5O aenber I yras eut dgwn to fLve menbers. ffe

s€rve out tbe uaexpined temr of Joseph Brigbt

y6ar wh*a he changed hle resldsRco.

After leavlng polt tlco Oeilaett becaxre an ordal"ned slnlstod.

He served hls flrgt change ln ilahssonburg, l{" J. He al* o wes partc

ln Tullytowg CarYersv{}1e, and Evergrserr, P*. Ile gave up t}re

work L4 years egor l"eavlng Evergreen beeauae of po9!3 hoaltfr,

returnLns to Brldgoboro"

Ke ls rrow llvlrg aoxt door to eht hsuse ln vihieh he sEas born

on south elde of lioute 3&, Just a short c).l*tance fron Hoorestown

road. He swns !rl.s old hcmestead, thE lrou,ee he llvee ln a.rul abort

slx ettrers ln tbet netglaborhood, ru}lrrg a little csrcnunlty all hle

owll.

*annett ls rf,arrl.ed. for tlre seeond ti'*e ard Llves wlth hls vrlfe

Llda, who w111 be ?8 Ln $eptenber. He has three sone and a daught oFr

$ne son, $tecy, ow$s s large farn on Columbue road, Furllrrgtsnr

Xa was s membs of the Brtdgebon: Sdd FelLows todga for

5O yeara oq last July SO.

It wae leanned th* .faeob Fneek, at 95, w&B tbe oldest

resLd.enoe ol' the cmraunlty, qhlLe Hrs. $aI1y Wood w5.11 ceLebrate

her g0th blrthday en Januery 5, $he ll.ves opposlte the Qennatt

hong.

Tlre orlglnal f'amtltee of Brldgeboro lncluded Gennetbs,

Ander*ons, $aede, f*ells, Felrmns and KlmbLee,


